IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR ______________ COUNTY
|

UPON THE PETITION OF   


| 








|

____________________, 


|

Petitioner   


| 

                                    


| 
PETITION TO ESTABLISH 

AND CONCERNING    


| 
JOINT LEGAL CUSTODY AND 

                                    


| 
VISITATION. 

____________________,


|

Respondent    


|






|

COMES NOW (YOUR NAME), of (YOUR ADDRESS) and states the following: 
WHEREAS the parties are the natural parents of CHILDS NAME, born CHILDS BIRTHDATE. That MOTHERS NAME and CHILDS NAME are residents of COUNTY, Iowa for more than six (6) months and that this court has jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to the provisions of Iowa Code §598B.101 the “Uniform Child Custody and Jurisdiction Act.”
That a judgment of paternity was entered in the District Court of COUNTY, STATE, on DATE, which judgment is attached hereto marked Exhibit “1” and incorporated by reference.
That the paternity action was originated by The Department of Human Services and that custody and visitation were not determined at that time.
That both parents are equally capable of maintaining a suitable home and environment for the minor child, and the minor child is not in danger at either home.
That the Petitioner is paying child support.
WHEREFORE, the Petitioner/Respondent (choose one) preys the court will order Joint Legal Custody with Visitation in accordance with Iowa Code §598.41 “Custody of Children.”
That the court will order the following parenting schedule so that the minor child can exercise maximum time with each parent:
Regular Visitation: The PETITIONER/RESPONDENT will have the minor child on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9am to 7pm, and every other weekend beginning on Friday 5pm and ending on Sunday at 5pm. 
Holidays: The holidays to be defined are Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Years Eve, New Years Day, 4th of July, Memorial Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, Easter, and Veterans Day. The parties shall alternate holidays with the Petitioner having the minor child on Christmas Eve, New Years Day, Memorial Day, Thanksgiving, and Veterans Day on the odd numbered years, and the Respondent having the minor child on the remaining holidays. On the even numbered years the visitation would reverse.
 
Summer Visitation: The PETITIONER/RESPONDENT shall have 6 weeks of uninterrupted summer visitation. 
That the court will order the Petitioner and Respondent to alternate claiming the minor child(ren) as a dependent on his/her tax return. Respondent shall have the deduction on the even number years and Petitioner shall have the deduction on the odd number years. That the PETITIONER/RESPONDENT shall sign IRS form 8332 no later than January 31st of a year. 
That each party will be responsible for their own attorney fees and cost of this action. 

    
DATED THIS DAY OF ______, ______________, 20______.

                             
      Respectfully Submitted,
                              _______________________________

                              YOUR NAME

                              PETITIONER, PRO SE

                              YOUR ADDRESS

                              CITY, STATE, ZIP

                              TELEPHONE NUMBER
