IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR _______________ COUNTY

Upon the Petition of 


   )

   )

_______________, 



   )
   No. ___________________

Petitioner, 




   )

   )

And Concerning 



   )

   ) 
   PARENTING PLAN 
_______________.



   ) 
   PROPOSED BY THE 
Respondent, 




   )
   RESPONDENT
PARENTING PLAN
The parties shall share in joint legal custody of _________________ DOB____________  as provided by law.  The parties shall share in joint physical care of _________________ subject to the following parenting plan as required by Iowa Statute 598.41(5)(a):
a.
During the school year, the parties shall alternate weeks. The party wishing to exercise their parental time is responsible for picking up _______________on Sunday at 5 p.m. at the residence of the other parent. Each party shall be responsible for providing any day care expenses while ________________ is in their care. Each party shall be responsible for providing all transportation to and from school and for any extra-curricular activities. 
b.
During the time period commonly known as school summer vacation, the parties shall continue with the current parenting schedule and responsibilities as established above.  The parties shall discuss any events or special activities concerning _______________ prior to school summer visitation starting. The parties may mutually modify the above parenting plan schedule, for any mutually agreed upon time, to accommodate these events. The visitation schedule outlined in sub-paragraphs (1) through (3) below shall be followed in the event that the parties cannot reach an agreement as to parenting time for the designated dates and holidays listed:

(1) In each even-numbered year, the Respondent shall have visitation July 
4th from 5 p.m. to 5 p.m. the following day; Labor Day weekend, from Friday at 5 p.m. until Monday at 5 p.m.; Thanksgiving Day from 5 p.m. the preceding Wednesday to 5 p.m. Thanksgiving Day; New Years eve from noon till New Years Day at 5 p.m.; and from 5 p.m. the day after _____________ birthday to 5 p.m. the following day. The Respondent also shall have the second half of school winter break. During odd numbered years the same days and times are reserved for the Petitioner.

            (2) In each odd-numbered year, the Respondent shall have visitation during the Easter weekend from the preceding Friday at 5 p.m. until Easter Sunday evening at 5 p.m.; Memorial Day weekend from Friday at 5 p.m. until the following Monday at 5 p.m.; Christmas holiday from noon Christmas eve to noon the day after Christmas; and on _______________ birthday from 5 p.m. to 5 p.m. the following day. The Respondent also shall have the first half of school winter break. During even-numbered years the same days and times are reserved for the Petitioner.

(3) Each year, the father shall have ____________ every Father’s Day from 5 p.m. the day before to 5 p.m. on Father’s Day and on his birthday from 5 p.m. to 5 p.m. the following day, and the second half of school spring break. Each year, the mother shall have ____________ every Mother’s Day from 5 p.m. the day before to 5 p.m. on Mother’s Day, on ________________ birthday from 5 p.m. to 5 p.m. the following day, and the first half of school spring break.

c.  
The parties shall make changes to the parenting schedule mutually agreed upon at any time. 

d.
Should the parties not be able to mutually work out a parenting schedule conflict, the parties shall utilize a mediator or seek family counseling to help resolve the conflict prior to seeking any court assistance. 
